MY NOTES                                              233
influence of the English language on the region that a person in
Madras who knows English cares very little for Tamil. The Ben-
galis too love English, but that has not made them give up Bengali.
In fact, hardly any other Indian language except perhaps Urdu
has been able to produce the quality of literature that Bengali has,
so well has it been cultivated. Tamil in Madras has been as good
as given up, with the result that not only has Tamil not prospered,
but there is a wide gulf separating the English-knowing section
from the Tamil-speaking class. Shri Rajagopalachari and his col-
leagues are making every effort to bridge the gulf, but this will
take some time.
The other important reason for my disappointment is that,
their genuine regard for dharma notwithstanding, people in
Madras have allowed blind religious orthodoxy to take such com-
plete possession of them that mere outward forms of religion re-
main and the inner spirit has vanished. The Antyqjas in the region
suffer more indignities than they do in almost any other part of
the country. The Brahmins are more sharply separated from the
Non-Brahmins than anywhere else. And yet no other region makes
such abundant use of sacred ash, sandalwood paste and vermilion
powder. No other part of the country has quite so many temples
and is so generous in providing for their maintenance. As a result
of this, on the one hand the educated people are getting increasing-
ly estranged from religion and becoming more cynical in conse-
quence, and, on the other, total darkness and ignorance prevail
among the orthodox.
In such a case, however, once the darkness has disappeared,
light is not delayed. As soon as the ordinary people are convinc-
ed of the darkness that is within them, it will vanish by itself.
That is why I see rays of hope even in the midst of gloom.
Congress workers tell me that, without any effort on their part,
the people have taken up the spinning-wheel. Khadi is being
produced even in places where they have done no work and
thousands have started wearing khadi caps. The majority of
the Congress workers wear khadi exclusively. If I atn asked what
conclusion I have reached from my experience in Madras, I would
say that despite this experience, I have not given up hope of win-
ning swaraj before the year is out,
He who fights from a sense of dharma never despairs. If one's
ends are clean and one's means are pure, one ought to be confident
of success. Only when such a person fails to achieve his end within
the expected time will he say: cThere must have been some error
in my calculation, but I am sure of success along this path/